z

August 2018
Aug.

24th Jr Football Equip. Pickup
30th Grade 9 Orientation

Sep.

3th Labour Day - holiday
4th First Day of School
5th Picture Day
13th Gr 9 Parent Night
6-8 p.m.
28th PA Day

Oct

4th Commencement – 7:30pm
5th Homecoming
8th Thanksgiving
17th Parent Teacher Interviews
26th PD Day
29th Picture Retake Day
31st Halloween

SOUTH LIONS ROAR
Principal’s Message
By: Doriana Rosati
I hope this message arrives at a time during the summer break where you and your family have been able to shift
to a more relaxed tempo. With the pace and pressures of June behind us, I encourage each student, their families
and staff to reflect on and celebrate the success of the 2017-2018 school year at London South C.I. With final
report cards now available, students have their achievement results for the year. This is a good time for students
to consider how their results compare to the goals they set for themselves. It’s worth identifying the strategies and resources that were
most significant in achieving those successes. Doing so, can allow students to build on these successes for next year and set new goals
for themselves.

Looking back at 2017-2018: A place for every student
2nd Report Cards
Home
(Midterm)
As principal, I reflect proudly on the full range of academic, athletic, artistic and school life experiences
that all
students
were offered
this year at South. The staff works very hard at ensuring, even as a small high school, students do not suffer a disadvantage of
opportunity. Student needs and interests are met, in creative and engaging ways, by staff who care about kids and invest in students
every day. What a tremendously talented and generous staff we have at South! The teachers, office staff and custodial staff succeed,
each and every day, to serve students and create a positive learning environment. I am so appreciative and grateful for all our staff do.
As a result, all students at South matter and find a place – in the classroom, on a team, on the stage, in a club and in the hallway. This
year, we added to an already robust selection of programs and extra-curricular activities. Here is a short list of some of these additions:

-

We offered the International Certificate program for the first time which acknowledges students for a concentration of courses
with an international context and language.
Lunch time intramurals gave all students an opportunity to engage in a fun, recreational outlet as a result of the Gr.12
Recreational Leadership course who organized this effort.
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-

-

-

There were more college and workplace level courses offered in order to ensure that students of all pathways had their
academic needs met.
We had several students complete the DELF test for competency in French language in the first year that it was introduced.
Our whole school efforts to be inclusive of race, origin, religion, sexual orientation and gender extended even further and were
extensive this year. Guest speakers such as Sean Booth, Michael Greyeyes, a Town Hall on racism, the Tour Bus for Humanity,
the Laramie Project stage production, sending students to various leadership and diversity conferences and opening a gender
neutral washroom.
We worked hard to collect student voice through two student voice conferences – which directly informed many decisions that
were made this year and that you will find in our Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan and Safe Schools Plan for next year
(found on our website).
st
This past year we also saw two new clubs/teams form that invited students from Gr.9-12 to develop 21 Century skills through
real-world and fun competitive applications. These were DECA and the “Roar-botics” (FIRST Robotics team) – which quickly
became the two biggest clubs in the school with numerous successes throughout the year.

Parent Partnership at South
It was a pleasure to work with a very active and committed School Council who organized a parent conference in May for all families of
st
students in grades 7-12 in the London South C.I. family of schools. This event, “It Takes a Village in the Village” took place on May 1 ,
2018 was focused on bringing awareness to parents of issues and sources of support for student well-being. School Council would like
to coordinate ongoing efforts to serve South families next year. A late fall event is in the works that will aim to help parents become
more familiar with the direction of school programming and assessment efforts. All parents are welcome to join our first meeting in
September. I am also pleased to let you know that an Indigenous Parent Group has been formed for Indigenous parents within the
th
South family of schools. Given that London South C.I. has the 9 largest representation of students who identify as First Nations, Metis
or Inuit – there is a rich opportunity in our community for parents to find each other and work together in the interest of their children’s
education. Details about upcoming dates for these meetings will be shared with you as they become available.

Gratitude, Best Wishes and Welcome to our Teaching Staff
At the end of this year, we had the opportunity to celebrate the contributions of several individuals who are moving onto the next stage
of their career or life journey. I would like to acknowledge and offer best wishes to the following teachers:
-

Mr. Paul Webb – moving on to London Central after over 20 years at South
Mrs. Jennifer Porawski – taking on a leadership position as Learning Coordinator, Safe Schools
Mr. Rob Larose – retiring after over 20 years at South and over 30 years in education
Mr. Richard Pincombe – retiring after over 30 years invested in serving students and families as an educator and administrator
Mrs. Karrianne Neff, Mrs. Chelsie Free, Ms. Alyssa Gilbert and Ms. Kathryn O’Brien are taking on new positions at other schools
in our system
By the same token, I am excited to announce that we will be welcoming new staff members to our teaching staff next year. Some new
faces will be:
-

Mr. Michael Embree – Vice-Principal
Mr. Dennis Karasek – Guidance Department Head
Ms. Stacie Farr – Developmental Education Teacher (we have a new program next year!)
Mr. Tim Johnston – Co-op Department Head (not new to staff, but new to that position)
Mrs. Robin Jennings-Berdan – Visual Arts Department Head
Ms. Sadhia Khan – Science
Mrs. Julie-Anna Driessen – Art, Family Studies, History
Mrs. Natasha Crinklaw – Physics
Mr. Rowan Inglis - French
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-

Mr. Adriano Burgo – Drama
Mrs. Sarah Whiting – Music
Mrs. Kathy Plaine – Educational Assistant, Developmental Program
Mrs. Kristin VanSlyke – Educational Assistant, Developmental Program

Ready, Set, Shift…Technology at South next year
At South, we recognize that technology is a tool for learning that plays a role in student research, creation of products (presentations,
documents, etc.), collaboration between students, organizing information, sharing work , communication and in publishing of student
work. Increasingly, students have been submitting work, electronically, and teachers have the ability to assess and provide feedback
through those means as well.
In this past school year, we have increased the number of mobile computers (e.g. Chromebooks and iPADs) that can be used by
students across the school. This comes at a time where we have scaled back on the traditional computer lab with stand-alone desktop
computers. This year, we also debuted our “Inquiry Den” in Room 215. This space can be described as a Starbucks meets Apple meets
South, kind of space. It is essentially a learning lab for both students and teachers to use available technology, flexible seating and
presentation space to pursue inquiry-based learning. It’s been well received by students and staff alike.
Next year, all South students are invited to bring their own devices. In addition to those that will continue to be made available in
classes (each class will have access to some devices that can be shared), students can bring their own laptop, Chromebook or tablet
that will guarantee them technology access in each of their classes. Teachers are also on a learning curve. We are committed to finding
ways to adapt technology in a meaningful way, in order to further accelerate learning and help students develop the global
st
competencies necessary to be prepared for our 21 century reality. Teachers will welcome devices and students are asked to follow
teacher expectations in individual classrooms.
Please note, if a student brings their own device, they are expected to arrive with the device already charged on a daily basis. Also –
students are responsible for their own devices. Just like any valuable item a student brings to school( e.g. smart phone), the student
should take all precautions against damage or theft. The school is not responsible for student devices.

New Attendance System
It is worth noting that a new attendance system is in place that essentially does the same sorts of things as before, but does require that
all families update their information. You should have already received a message asking you to do this through the summer. I
encourage you all to take care of this as soon as possible. If you require any assistance, you can find material on how to set up your
account on our website.

Enjoy the rest of your summer!
There is still plenty of summer to enjoy! We hope our students and families find time to relax and recharge. I look forward to kicking
off the 2018-2019 school year on Tuesday, September 4, 2018.

Sincerely,

Doriana Rosati
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The Arts

4

Math
Grade 9 and 10 Math Help

VISUAL ARTS
Follow the South Visual Arts
Department on Twitter
@SouthVisualArts

All grade 9 and 10 Math students have
an amazing Math Help resource
available to them. The Ministry of
Education is providing evening tutorials,
online, Sunday to Thursday evening

DANCE

from 5:30 - 9:30 PM. A qualified Math

(or 10s) who would like to do D2L,
compacted and enriched Civics and
Careers in addition to their regular
timetable should see me early in the
fall (Resource room- 103). It’s a great
way to challenge yourself, get ahead
and free up space in your timetable in
the senior grades.
See you in September.

teacher is available to help with any
homework concerns. Access the chat,
try the tutorials, and check out the

Congrats to the Grade 12 Dance Class
and their production of "Into the Deep".
The dancers demonstrated creativity in

digital locker best sessions and the

South Student Council will be selling

Listen & Learn. Students are required

SPC cards through the school. Cards

to have their OEN number to register

will cost $10, which is the same as

(this can be found on your South

their cost elsewhere. The cards can be

schedule). Students can register

purchased online. When students pay

online at: www.HomeworkHelp.ilc.org

online, they should bring a copy of their
receipt to pick up their card. Spirit

MATH CONTESTS

their choreography.

DRAMA

Pascal/Cayley/Fermat
February 26, 2019
Registration Deadline – February 8,
2019
Fryer/Galois/Hypatia
April 10, 2019
Registration Deadline – March 22,
2019

Congratulations go out to the Grade 12
Drama Class for their production of
“The Crucible.

wear will also be sold once school gets
underway. Watch for the flyer! It's going
to be a great year!

SCI Diversity Team
Looking for a committee that embraces
diversity within our school and

Euclid April 3, 2019 - Registration
Deadline - March 18, 2019

community? Join the FNMI South

Previous contests and solutions can be
found at the following website:
cemc.uwaterloo.ca

sure to listen to the morning

It's never too early to start practicing
for next year!

Also, a warm South welcome to our new
Drama teacher Mr. Burgo!

Student Council

Council / SCI Diversity Group. Make
announcements for more information.

DECA Business Club
Demonstrating Excellence,

The Academy Program

Celebrating Achievement

MUSIC

Welcome to any new students to South

DECA, an organization of a quarter million

Welcome to our new Music teacher,

in our program for bright, gifted and

students across the world, prepares

Mrs. Whiting! We look forward to

talented students. Lots of exciting

emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in

hearing some beautiful music this year!

things are on the horizon. Any grade 9s

hospitality, marketing, law, finance and
management in high schools and post-
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secondary institutions across the globe.
Students learn how to communicate
thoughts and ideas, how to organize a

and out of the Lion's Den Tuesday's and

Athletics

Thursday's (7:45-8:05 am)

presentation and more about what

South Jr. Football

If there is any interest to donate to our

businesses expect from employees, while

South Jr football practice begins on

program, please contact Tara

27th.

gaining problem solving skills. Students’

August

Time and location TBD.

experience empowers them to be an

Equipment pick up will occur on August

effective leader, and helps to connect

24th at 9:00a.m. in the South Football

school to the real world.

locker room. Follow us on

Members compete at Regionals,

Facebook at 2018 South Jr Football

Provincials, and Internationals in a business

News and Info or on twitter

case study competition, for awards and

@SouthFBall for up to date information.

scholarships as well as in a variety of
business paper competitions. Employers,

Girls Basketball

universities, and colleges alike recognize

Any girls interested in playing

the achievements of DECA members.

basketball this year are encouraged to

More than 90% of DECA members say their

attend the Lions' Basketball camp. It

experience empowered them to be an
effective leader and connected school to
the real world.

will run Tuesday, August 28 and
Wednesday, August 29 from 10-12,
and Thursday, August 30 from 12-

DECA members indicated that their

2. Contact Ms. Farr or Mrs. Sidler at

experience prepared them academically for

the school for more details!

college and career, influenced their
college/university plans, influenced their
career plans, and influenced their interest
in entrepreneurship and owning a business.

Lions’ Den
The Lion's Den (Room 102) is South's
Student Success room. Students who

First Robotics

require academic, social or emotional
assistance or who just need to catch up
on course work are welcome to use this
room. The Lion's Den will be open every
period, including lunch.

Breakfast Club
South's Breakfast Club will begin
September 25th and is open
to any student who wishes to grab a
To learn more about First

healthy snack before the school day

Robotics go to:

begins. This year the Breakfast Club will

https://www.firstinspires.org/

run out of the Staff Cafeteria on
Monday's, Wednesday's and Friday's

Baldacchino:

t.baldacchino@tvdsb.ca

Relay for Life
Relay for Life was a great success this
past year, raising $30,000 for Cancer
Research. Way to go Lions!
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CONCUSSIONS
Concussions are becoming more prevalent than ever and here at South these
diagnoses are taken very seriously. Please take a look at the following information
on the Concussion Process.
It is parent/guardian’s responsibility to inform school the school about their child’s medical/health conditions and to transmit
relevant information.
The school staff will work collaboratively to provide a plan that is responsive to individual student needs. If your son or daughter has
suffered a concussion please notify the school.
When a concussion is suspected at school, school personnel responsible for the student will contact the parents and provide the parents
with Form C-2.
SUSPECTED CONCUSSION
Once a student is has been identified as having a suspected concussion,
1.
2.

School staff will be informed.
Student shall not participate in any learning or physical activities until the parent/guardian communicates the results of a
medical examination (complete Form C-3)

CONCUSSION CONFIRMED
1.
2.

When a student is diagnosed as having a concussion, the school staff will work to help the student to follow a medically
supervised, individualized and gradual Return to Learn/Return to Physical Activity Plan.
Form C-4 Documentation for a Diagnosed Concussion - Return to Learn/Return to Physical Activity Plan must be completed by
a medical doctor or nurse practitioner. This plan indicates the student is symptom free and able to return to full participation in
physical activity. (Please see the complete policy.)

CONCUSSION DEFINITION
A concussion:





is a brain injury that causes changes in how the brain functions, leading to symptoms that can be physical (e.g., headache,
dizziness), cognitive (e.g., difficulty concentrating or remembering), emotional/behavioural (e.g., depression, irritability) and/or
related to sleep (e.g., drowsiness, difficulty falling asleep);
may be caused either by a direct blow to the head, face or neck, or a blow to the body that transmits a force to the head that
causes the brain to move rapidly within the skull;
can occur even if there has been no loss of consciousness (in fact most concussions occur without a loss of consciousness); and,
cannot normally be seen on X-rays, standard CT scans or MRIs.

CONCUSSION DIAGNOSIS
A concussion is a clinical diagnosis made by a medical doctor or nurse practitioner. It is critical that a student with a suspected concussion
be examined by a medical doctor or nurse practitioner.
FORMS - These forms can be found on the school website or in the main office.




Form C2 - Tool to Identify Suspected Concussion
Form C3- Documentation of Medical Examination
Form C4 - Documentation for Diagnosed Concussion Return to Learn/Return to Physical Activity
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A warm South welcome to Mr. Karasek
who is coming to us from Westminster
Secondary School where he had been
the Guidance Department Head for the
past 9 years. We look forward to his
Guidance!

Student Management System (Trillium)
at the school their child is attending.
Parents are encouraged to provide an
email address to their child's school as
soon as possible. All fee payments are
expected to be paid through School
Cash on-line. Once in the Parent Portal,
parents/legal guardians will have
access to the following information:
• Parental Consent to view IEPs and
provide comments;
• Student Attendance;
• Student Achievement Information;
• Student Timetable
• Links to Forms.

2018-19 Timetable Changes

Create a Parent Portal Account

Guidance
Guidance Counsellors:
Mr. Dennis Karasek – Grade 10-12
Mrs. Sam Sidler – Grade 9

Any student who is requesting a
timetable change must pick up the
green form in the guidance office.
These forms will be available on the
first day of classes. This form must be
filled out and signed by a
parent/guardian (if student is under 18
years of age) and returned to guidance.
A guidance appointment will follow at a
later time. Students must attend the
original class on their timetable until
they have received an updated
timetable from guidance, otherwise
they will be marked absent.

Mandatory 40 Volunteer Hours

If your student is in Grade 12 and plans
to graduate this year, the 40 volunteer
hours are mandatory for graduation
and acceptance to college or university.
These hours must be completed by
June 1, 2019. A record of the hours
volunteered, including a supervisor’s
signature, must be handed in to our
Guidance Secretary. Please encourage
your student to complete these hours
as soon as possible. Remember to
select appropriate community
involvement activities. There are
guidelines for eligible community
service activities available in Guidance
or on the Board website:
[http://www.tvdsb.ca] www.tvdsb.ca

Parent Portal is available for accessing
information about your child/children.
The Parent Portal works on smart
phones, tablets and computers. In
order to use the Parent Portal,
parents/legal guardians must have a
valid email address registered in the

To create a Parent Portal account or to
login to the Parent Portal, parents
should visit the following link:
http://www.tvdsb.ca/parentportal.
Once at the site, there is a short video
at the top of the page that assists with
the account creation process.

Student Fees

Student fees are $25 this school year
and you will receive a student card
once paid. A valid student card is
required to participate in most school
activities – including any sports team,
clubs or dances. Student Fees support
healthy school activities, student
recognition and whole school events.
Student Fees are available for payment
online. Team fees will also be posted
online.

As previously communicated,
parents/guardians are to inform the
school of a student absence by phone
toll free (1-844-305-3756), weblink
(tvdsb.ca/schoolmessenger), or free
smartphone app.

SchoolMessenger
• App Store • Google Play

It is very important that we have a
valid email address and correct
contact information – Have you kept
us up to date? Moving? New phone or
cell number? Please ensure we have
the correct home phone number,
emergency information for contacts,
mailing address and phone numbers
for your student.
Late - If a student is arriving to class
late they are to go directly to class and
sign-in in the classroom.
Notes – If a student is bringing a note
for an absence or appointment, please
have them bring the note to their
teacher or the office.
Incorrect Absence – Please have your
student see their teacher so that their
attendance can be corrected.

Bus Cancellations –can be found at
mybigyellowbus.ca. Some parents drive
their student to school when their bus
is cancelled (but if you do so, note that
cancelled buses are cancelled for the
whole day, not just the morning).
Please call the attendance line stating
if the absence is due to bus
cancellation.

Attendance Procedures
All schools in our Board are using the
“SchoolMessenger Reporting System”.
This system allows parents/guardians
to report student absences by phone,
website, or smartphone app. In the
event of an unexplained student
absence, the system is able to
communicate with parents/guardians
in a timely manner for student safety
reasons.

Follow us on Twitter
@SCI_Lions
Follow us on Instagram
@southcollegiate
Find us on Facebook
@scilions

London South Collegiate Institute

371 Tecumseh Avenue
London N6C 1T4
Tel. 519-452-2860 Fax 519-452-2879
south@tvdsb.on.ca

