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May 2019 
 

April         26th Report cards home 

                 30th Cap & Gown Payment Due    

                                                (Graduates) 

May          1st OSAP Info Session (Gr. 12) 

                  6-10th Mental Health Awareness 

                  16th Grad Breakfast – Gr. 12 

                  17th IDAHOT 

                  24th Relay for Life – 12pm-12am 

                  29th Gr. 12 Dance Show 

                  31st Powderpuff Game 

                          Therapy Dog visit @ Lunch 

June          2nd TVEF Run for the FUNd 

                  12th Athletic Banquet  

                  13th Gr. 12 Art/Film Night 6-8pm                        

                  20-26th Final Exams 

                  27th Graduation 

                  27-28th PA Days 

                    
SOUTH LIONS ROAR  

Principal’s 

Message 
Spring has sprung at South!  

You may not know it from our 

lukewarm temperatures, the 

ongoing chill or late-to-bloom trees and flowers, 

but Spring has well and truly arrived at school.  

We have had a rich half-semester of learning. 

Our mid-term report cards document the 

successes and ongoing opportunities that exist 

in this final quarter of our school year.  We have 

seen a successful transition from our talented 

winter sports teams (e.g. girls hockey, boys 

hockey, boys basketball, girls volleyball, curling) 

to our exciting spring season of teams which 

include boys soccer, girls soccer, baseball, 

badminton, tennis and track & field. Our 

Roarbotics team had a very successful year and 

wrapped up their season with a Spirit Award, 

just in time for the tulips to bloom!  Spring at 

South brings with it the hustle and bustle of 

various committees working to make the world, 

and the South community, an inclusive and 

better place.  On May 17, South will walk for 

inclusivity as we bring awareness to the 

International Day Against Homophobia and 

Transphobia.  Mental Health Awareness Week 

takes the spotlight next week as our student 

leaders bring awareness to positive health and 

well-being for all Lions.  Plans for Relay for Life 

and Powder Puff Football on May 31st are also 

well underway as we aim to raise funds 

alongside school spirit in an effort to fight the 

battle against cancer; a battle that affects so 

many in our community.  

This is the time of year when our graduates 

come to a vibrant realization that they are in the 

midst of an important transition.  Our 

graduates, the Class of 2019, are working hard 

to complete their studies as Lion’s as they 

prepare to achieve the academic standards that 

will allow them to realize their dreams of 

choice. Soon enough, they will be receiving 

offers of admission, pursuing job opportunities 

and making decisions that will alter the 

trajectory of their lives. While a bit on the 

stressful side, this it is also very exciting and all 

that we hope to prepare our students for.  This 

year, we look forward to honouring our South 

graduates at our first June Graduation, in full 

cap and gown, taking place on June 27.   

I am very proud of the staff and students of 

South.  We continue to be a school community 

who maintains high standards in all areas – 

academics, athletics, citizenship and personal 

well-being. Our students are prepared to meet 

the world because of their own efforts and the 

ceaseless commitment of a staff that extends 

themselves in and outside of the classroom.  I 

encourage all students and families to pause 

and consider how important the school life 

initiatives at South (e.g. clubs, teams, 

intramurals, athletics, arts initiatives, etc) enrich 

our students’ learning experience.  These 

opportunities are the result of donated time and 

talent of a staff who care about our kids. I 

appreciate this so much, and would like to thank 

our dedicated staff for giving so much of 

themselves both in and out of the classroom. 

This last quarter is an important time for 

students.  Students should consider the 

feedback that the midterm report card provides, 

reflect on how close to their expectations and 

goals they have come, set some new goals and 

devise a plan to reach them.  Students need to 

take ownership for their learning, but they have 

many resources to draw upon to support them, 

including: parents, teachers, learning support 

teachers, guidance counselors, administrators, 

social workers, peers and knowledgeable 

others.  I challenge and encourage all our 

students to stay engaged, motivated and 

curious.  As the days get longer and warmer, 

distractions will present themselves. Make 

yourself and your learning a priority so that you 

can bask in your success.   

 

All the best!! 

Doriana Rosati 
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VISUAL ARTS 

 

Follow the South Visual Arts 

Department on Twitter 

@SouthVisualArts 

 

SOUTH DANCE  

Make sure to save the date to join us 

and see the Gr. 12 Dance show 

"Moving Pictures". The show 

features music and songs from 

motion pictures including: E.T. , 

Twilight, Jurassic Park, Armageddon, 

Once, Moana, Footloose, The Great 

Gatsby, and many more. Dancers 

from grades 9-12 will perform 

original works in a variety of styles 

including Modern, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, 

and Hiphop.  

Showtime is Wednesday May 29th at 

7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5.00 at the 

door. 

MUSIC 

 

The South Concert Band performed 

at the London Kiwanis Music Festival 

on April 12th. They had a strong 

performance and received a Gold 

Award. The band also performed at 

the annual “Variety Is” showcase at 

Budweiser Gardens on April 25th. 

This event featured secondary school 

ensembles from all across the TVDSB. 

 

The Visual Arts and Communications 

Technology departments will be 

hosting an evening of student film 

and artwork on Thursday, June 13th, 

from 6– 8 pm celebrating the 

innovation and creativity of senior 

Technology and Art students at 

South.  The Atrium will be 

transformed into a gallery display 

and a screening room will showcase 

documentary films.  All are invited to 

attend and interact with South’s 

student 

filmmakers and 

artists 

When: 

Thursday, June 

13, 6-8 pm  

Where: South’s 

Atrium and 

temporary Screening Room    

        

 

Visual Arts, Communications 

Technology, and Media Studies 

students will be visiting the AGO to 

view “Impressionism in the Age of 

Industry” and participate in a 

photography and sketching walking 

tour of historical areas in Toronto.  

Students will be challenged to 

consider their relationship to 

technology as they are immersed in 

Toronto’s architecture, design and 

urban commercial development. 

 

Grade 9 and 10 Math Help  

All grade 9 and 10 Math students 

have an amazing Math Help resource 

available to them.  The Ministry of 

Education is providing evening 

tutorials, online, Sunday to Thursday 

evening from 5:30 - 9:30 PM.  A 

qualified Math teacher is available to 

help with any homework concerns.  

Access the chat, try the tutorials, and 

check out the digital locker best 

sessions and the Listen & Learn. 

Students are required to have their 

OEN number to register (this can be 

found on your South schedule).   

Students can register online at: 

www.HomeworkHelp.ilc.org  

 

 

Students are reminded that if help is 

needed, please contact a member of 

Guidance or Student Success. We are 

here to help! The Lions’ Den will be 

available for drop in for periods 3 

and 4 only.  

 

 

 This semester, students came 

forward to initiate South's Mental 

Health Association. Their goal was to 

create and facilitate health and 

wellness projects and activities 

around the school. The group 

participated in TVDSB's Mentally 

Healthy Schools Student Voice 

Contest C.A.R.E.- Caring Acts Reach 

The Arts 

Math 

Student Success at South 

South Mental 

Health Association 

Multimedia 

Gallery Field Trip 

Art / Film Night 
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Everyone and have made it into the 

top 5 secondary schools for the CARE 

judging panel. Check out their 

Instagram page @South.i.can. The 

Association is looking forward to 

their next focus- Mental Health 

week, which runs May 6-10th. 

 

 

It was another great year 

for the South Lions First 

Robotics group. Our team 

is #6881, we call 

ourselves South Roarbotics. 

The First Robotics competition 

changes each year, with the kickoff 

announcement presented January 5 

by NASA. Teams from over 100 

countries have six weeks to design, 

build, and get their invention 

operational, this usually involves a bit 

of revision if things don’t perform 

exactly as intended. The final step is 

learning how to drive the thing! It’s 

worth noting that all of this happens 

right in the middle of semester one 

exams and semester two 

turnaround. The build period is best 

described as INTENSE. 

This year’s challenge was entitled 

Deep Space, an event developed by 

the Boeing Corporation. The primary 

goal of the game involved placing 

hatches (plastic disks) over rocket 

ship cargo openings, then filling the 

ship with cargo (13 inch balls). Each 

match lasted 2 ½ minutes, so speed 

was a key feature of game play. Both 

events at Windsor and UWO involved 

12 matches. Each game involved two 

opposing alliances (Red Alliance vs 

Blue Alliance) with alliances 

composed of three randomly 

selected teams. 

With the addition of several new 

members this year and experienced 

returning members from last year, 

the South team rose to the challenge 

and built an amazing machine of 

which we are all very proud. One of 

the unique features of this year’s 

design was extensive use of carbon 

fibre. The material was provided by 

International Name Plate Supplies 

Ltd, represented by employee Ethan 

Gagie. We wish to express our 

gratitude to both Ethan and the 

company for their support. We also 

wish to thank Mr. Brent Hosang for 

his support with time, equipment 

and materials. 

As for the robot, it performed above 

expectations! Game play can be 

quite punishing and our machine 

proved capable, robust, and reliable. 

At the Windsor event, South finished 

16th out of 40 teams at the end of 

day 1. After suffering damage during 

day 2 we finished the event in 24th 

place. With the driving experience 

gained in the first event and the 

machine repaired, the team 

improved their standing at UWO. 

After two days at Western the team 

finished 13th out of 40… a 

respectable standing for our second 

year involved in First Robotics. 

During closing ceremonies at UWO, 

South was presented the Spirit 

Award and Jasmine M. personally 

received the Safety Captain award. 

Go Lions!  

To learn more about First Robotics 

go to:  https://www.firstinspires.org/ 

 

 

On Friday May 24th, South will be 

hosting our annual Relay for Life in 

support of cancer research. Relay is 

a 12hr event where teams of 

students walk our track to show their 

commitment to the fight against 

cancer. Students are encouraged to 

create or join teams (approx. 10 

people) and raise money to help us 

reach our goal of $30,000. We are 

sending a special invitation out to 

cancer survivors; anyone who has 

been touched by cancer is welcome 

to join us in this celebration of life 

and walk the survivor lap. 

Students interested in participating 

must complete a registration form 

online. Please contact Mme. Austin 

or Ms. Driver at the school if you 

have any questions.  

 

 

This past February 17 students 

competed for DECA at the Provincial 

Level. They had to go through a 

business role-play presentation from 

a case study, and complete a 

business exam to try to qualify for 

Internationals in Orlando. Jesse M. 

received a medal for his exam score 

being in the top 15 in his event. 

Ethan H., Lewis K., and Fuad 

G.received a medal for placing in the 

top 15 in the case study role-play 

presentation. We are extremely 

proud of all the hard work they put 

into studying and preparing for the 

DECA Provincials. We didn’t get any 

students earning a spot in the DECA 

Internationals, but our individuals’ 

overall results were solid to build on. 

We will come back stronger next 

year! You can learn more about 

DECA at www.deca.ca. 

South Roarbotics 

Relay for Life 

DECA Business Club 
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South’s Breakfast Club continues to 

run every Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday from 7:45-8:50am in the staff 

cafeteria. NEW THIS YEAR: South’s 

DE program has introduced a 

Breakfast Snack program on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays outside of 

Room 205 between Period 1 and 2. 

ALL students are welcome to use 

these programs. 

 

 

To all potential graduates, there will 

be an OSAP info session on May 1st 

at lunch.  All students should be 

applying for OSAP to help fund their 

post-secondary education.   

The grad breakfast will be on May 

16th during period 1.  All potential 

graduates will gather after period 1 

attendance in the cafeteria for a hot 

breakfast which will be served by 

their teachers.   The valedictorian 

speeches and vote will take place at 

this time.  Also the caps will be 

handed out to all graduates who 

have paid for their gown rental and 

students fees.  The last day to pay for 

a cap & gown is April 30th.   

Some students have yet to receive 

their offers of admission to a post-

secondary institution.  The next 

round of offers will go out the 

beginning of May.  Students should 

check their mail (specifically their 

Junk mail) for anything from a 

college or university.   

If students have any concerns or 

questions they should make an 

appointment with Mr. Karasek in 

Guidance.   

 

 

 

 

Spring sports just getting started: 

• Varsity Soccer 

• Badminton 

• Boys Varsity Baseball 

• Track and Field  

• Tennis 

• Golf 

 

Save the Date: June 12th, 2019 for 

the annual Athletic Banquet being 

held at South for all athletes. All 

athletes must have paid their Varsity 

fees in order to attend. Listen for 

announcements in order to RSVP for 

the event.  See Mr. Stenning or Mrs. 

Gamble for more information. 

 

 

 

An increasing number of students are 

coming to class late. This is having 

the effect of disrupting classes, losing 

valuable instruction and learning 

time for students, and affecting the 

tone at the school.  We ask that 

parents and students have a 

discussion at home about the 

importance of coming to school on 

time and consider some strategies to 

ensure that all students arrive to 

school and to classes on time.   

Repeated lates will be addressed as a 

disciplinary problem if they persist.  

South Daily Schedule: 

Period 1: 8:10 – 9:30 

Period 2: 9:35 – 10:50 

Lunch: 10:55 – 11:45 

Period 3: 11:50 – 1:05 

Period 4: 1:10 – 2:25  

 

 

 

Enforced at South 

In the first week of school, at our 

grade assemblies, all students were 

advised of the implications of the 

new Smoke Free Ontario Act at South 

C.I. this year.  Specifically, student 

cannot smoke any item (i.e. 

cigarettes, vape, cannabis) within 20 

meters of school campus property.  

Doing so may result in a fine of $305 

or more.  

 

We ask that parents do what they 

can to become familiar with this act 

and about vaping, in particular.  The 

vapes that are on the market cannot 

be sold to a minor, yet many of our 

students have them.  Vapes are also 

quite benign looking and may look 

like a pen or a USB.  They can also be 

quite expensive to purchase.  Please 

note that if a student is caught with a 

vape at school, it will be confiscated.  

If a student is caught vaping at 

school, a suspension may ensue as 

well as a $305 fine.  Moreover, the 

health risks associated with vaping 

are not all known, but considered to 

be quite significant. You are 

encouraged to learn more about 

these risks and may wish to have a 

conversation with your son/daughter 

about the health implications of this 

activity out of concern for their well-

being.  

Also worth noting is: 

- Although cannabis is now legal for 

students over 19, any student or 

employee cannot smoke/consume 

cannabis during the school day. 

- Similar to alcohol, if a student 

engages in its use during the school 

day, disciplinary measures will be 

taken and any cannabis/alcohol is 

confiscated and disposed of. 

- Nobody can sell cannabis or 

cigarettes to anyone else at school. 

Doing so is illegal and will involve the 

authorities.  

Breakfast Club Athletics 

Student Punctuality  

The Smoke Free 

Ontario Act 

Guidance 
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www.tvdsb.ca 

Parent Portal is available for 

accessing information about your 

child/children. The Parent Portal 

works on smart phones, tablets and 

computers. In order to use the 

Parent Portal, parents/legal 

guardians must have a valid email 

address registered in the Student 

Management System (Trillium) at the 

school their child is attending. 

Parents are encouraged to provide 

an email address to their child's 

school as soon as possible. All fee 

payments are expected to be paid 

through School Cash on-line. Once in 

the Parent Portal, parents/legal 

guardians will have access to the 

following information: 

• Parental Consent to view IEPs and 

provide comments;  

• Student Attendance;  

• Student Achievement Information;  

• Student Timetable  

• Links to Forms. 

Create a Parent Portal Account 

To create a Parent Portal account or 

to login to the Parent Portal, parents 

should visit the following link: 

http://www.tvdsb.ca/parentportal. 

Once at the site, there is a short 

video at the top of the page that 

assists with the account creation 

process. 

Student Fees 

Student fees are $25 this school year 

and you will receive a student card 

once paid. A valid student card is 

required to participate in most 

school activities – including any 

sports team, clubs or dances. 

Student Fees support healthy school 

activities, student recognition and 

whole school events. Student Fees 

are available for payment online. 

Team fees will also be posted online. 

Bus Cancellations –can be found at 

mybigyellowbus.ca. Some parents 

drive their student to school when 

their bus is cancelled (but if you do 

so, note that cancelled buses are 

cancelled for the whole day, not just 

the morning). Please call the 

attendance line stating if the absence 

is due to bus cancellation.  

 

All schools in our Board are using the 

“SchoolMessenger Reporting 

System”. This system allows 

parents/guardians to report student 

absences by phone, website, or 

smartphone app. In the event of an 

unexplained student absence, the 

system is able to communicate with 

parents/guardians in a timely 

manner for student safety reasons.  

As previously communicated, 

parents/guardians are to inform the 

school of a student absence by 

phone toll free (1-844-305-3756), 

weblink (tvdsb.ca/schoolmessenger), 

or free smartphone app.  

 It is very important that we have a 

valid email address and correct 

contact information – Have you kept 

us up to date? Moving?  New phone 

or cell number? Please ensure we 

have the correct home phone 

number, emergency information for 

contacts, mailing address and phone 

numbers for your student. 

Late - If a student is arriving to class 

late they are to go directly to class 

and sign-in in the classroom. 

Notes – If a student is bringing a note 

for an absence or appointment, 

please have them bring the note to 

their teacher or the office. 

Incorrect Absence – Please have 

your student see their teacher so 

that their attendance can be 

corrected.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you are struggling with a student at 

home, you are reminded that we 

have a number of resources available 

to you to access at the school.  

- Reach out to classroom teachers if 

your child is have academic difficulty 

or issues related to the classroom. 

- Reach out to our Guidance 

counsellors (Mr. Karasek for Gr.10-12 

and Mrs. Sidler for Gr.9) if your child 

is experiencing some social-

emotional struggles or difficulty with 

their program 

choices/timetable/course load.  

- Reach out to our Administration 

(Mrs. Rosati and Mr. Embree) if there 

are any safety or school issues that 

they can help resolve.  

We also have a Social Worker 

(Maggie Medcalf), School 

Psychologist (Dr. Barb Richardson), 

School Nurse (Julie Goverde) and 

Community Resource Officer 

(Constable Anthea Fordyce) who are 

also resources that may be helpful to 

you, your child or your family if you 

need them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Procedures  

Struggling with a 

Student at Home? 

London South Collegiate 

Institute 

 
371 Tecumseh Avenue 

London N6C 1T4 
 

Tel. 519-452-2860 Fax 519-452-2879 
south@tvdsb.ca 

www.south.tvdsb.ca 

Follow us on Twitter 
@SCI_Lions 

 

Check us out on Instagram 
@southcollegiate 

  

Like us on Facebook 
@scilions 

 

Parent Portal 


